Notes review.

This type of project enables you to study at an aspect of care of a particular group of patients by examining all or a selection of their medical records.

Aim. Say why you chose the subject under review, e.g. a practice problem, a clinical question. A notes review should be an exploratory study, rather than comparing practice with pre-determined criteria as in an audit. Examples of titles of notes review projects are:

· Comparison of opportunistic vs. diabetic clinic recording of BP.

· What do GPs record when prescribing bupropion?

Method. Describe how you chose which notes to review and what you are examining. The method must link closely to your aim. Computerised records have made notes reviews easier to undertake. However, make sure that the information has been transferred in a standard way from the manual records. Manual records may have to be included.

Results/findings. A notes review lends itself to the use of charts and tables for clearly presenting findings. However, do not use lots of charts when a simple statement would do. 

Discussion. What are your main findings? Did your method address your aim and answer your question? What are the strengths and weaknesses of your project?  How do your findings compare with published work? You may recommend changes in this section. These changes could either only apply to your general practice or they may have national implications.

 Conclusions Sum up your findings and the main points from your discussion. You should consider whether further investigation of this area could be undertaken.

References.   What existing literature is there on this subject, either general evidence on diagnosis or management, or specifically on primary care of the condition?

